
Bibliographical Notices.
Clinical Lectures on the Diseases of Women and Children. By Gun-
ningS. Bedford, A.M., M.D., Professor of Obstetrics, the Diseases
of Women and Children, and Clinical Obstetrics, in the University
of New York; author of "The Principles and Practice of Obstet-
rics." Eighth Edition, carefully revised and enlarged. New York :
William Wood & Co. 1863.
Tins is the most thoroughly clinical work it has ever fallen to our

lot to read. It is made up of the most heterogeneous materials, the
subjects treated being as various and as disconnected in their succes-
sion as the cases which present themselves in the daily experience of
a physician in full practice. The lectures were delivered originally atthe obstetric clinic of the University of New York, and are reported, itwould seem, almost verbatim el literatim, from their general colloquial
character and the frequent introduction of little dialogues between the
Professor and patient. The author deprecates criticism on this latter
score, on the ground that he wished to reproduce his lectures as nearly
as possible as they were originally delivered. They certainly gain in
life-like reality from this feature, what they may lose in some cases onthe score of good taste. The book is very readable at the same time
that il abounds in solid learning ; while the treatment recommended is,
in the main, judicious and practical. In an appendixwe have the final
result of many of the cases, the issue of which, as first reported, did
not appear. The present edition contains a lecture, not in the former
ones, on Carcinoma of the Uterus, besides other additions in the body
of the work. No better proof of the popularity of these lectures
could be adduced than the fact that they have been translated into both
French and German, and that the book has reached its eighth edition
in this country since the year 1855, in which it originally appeared.
Obstetrics: the Science and the Art. By Charles D. Meigs, M.D.,
lately Professor of Midwifery and the Diseases of Women and Chil-
dren in Jefferson Medical College at Philadelphia, &c. &c. Fourth
Edition, revised. With one hundred and twenty-nine Illustrations.
Philadelphia: Blanchard and Lea. 1863. Pp. 730.
It is not our intention to offer at this time any criticism upon the

opinions contained in this volume. The author's peculiar views upon
many of the topics treat (id of are too well known to need any mere men-tion here, and to examine them with the careful consideration which
his long experience and reputation demand, would require as much
space almost as the volume itself. We certainly could not recom-
mend it to the student as the only text-book to be consulted, although
it contains a large amount of valuable and original matter. It is a
pity that the author, aiming the changes in the present edition, had
not substituted a plain and simple language for .the mixture of French,
Greek, Latin, bad German and worse English he employs so frequently.
The changes alluded to are of form chiefly, for the work has been di-
vided into paragraphs or sections, so that the table of contents fur-
nishes a ready consulting index to the whole volume. The article on
Placenta Presvia has also been recast. The book makes a very hand-
some appearance, and the printing and illustrations are good.
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